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The Missouri Department of 
Elementary and Secondary Education 
(DESE) announced today, Thursday, 
April 28, 2022, that the Waynesville 
R-VI School District is one of 
four school districts in the State of 
Missouri to earn the 2022 Missouri 
Purple Star designation -- the first ever 
for the State of Missouri.  

“We are proud to receive the Purple 
Star designation for ongoing, year-
round commitment to our military 
students and their families,” said 
Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent. 
“This designation recognizes that we 
welcome, celebrate and support our 
military students and their families.”

Four school districts and six 
individual school buildings earned the 
2022 Missouri Purple Star designation 
as follows:

2022 Purple Star School Districts
·         Bowling Green R-I
·         Miller R-II
·         Plato R-V
·         Waynesville R-VI

District 
receives 

Purple Star 
designation

Continued on page 2

Community Salute to Service will 
honor high school students from South 
Central Missouri who are joining the 
military at 6 p.m. Wednesday, May 11, 
2022, at Tiger Stadium, located on the 
Waynesville High School campus.

Missouri Governor Mike Parson 
will be the keynote speaker and Maj. 
Gen. James Bonner, Commanding 
General of the Maneuver Support 
Center of Excellence and Fort Leonard 

Governor to be keynote speaker 
at Community Salute to Service

Wood, will be the military guest 
speaker.

During the event, students from 
area high schools will be recognized 
for joining the Army, Marines, Navy, 
Air Force and Coast Guard; National 
Guard; Reserves; Reserve Officer 
Training Corps (ROTC); and/or have 
received an appointment to a military 
academy.

The invitation appears on page 14. 

Following the election, Charles 
Quinn and Aaron Pondrom 
were sworn in as members of 
the Waynesville R-VI Board 
of Education on April 18, 
2022. The Waynesville R-VI 
School Board of Education 
also elected officers for the 
upcoming year and they are as 
follows: President Paul Shultz 
II; Vice President Dr. LeRoy 
Fulmer, Secretary Janel Rowell; 
Treasurer Charles Quinn, and 
members: Dan Deering, Rick 
Harne and Aaron Pondrom. 

Dr. Brian Henry, 
superintendent, 
recognized the 
following for 
serving as Board 
of Education 
officers during 
the past year: 
President Paul 
Shultz II; Vice 
President Dr. 
LeRoy Fulmer, 
Secretary Dan 
Deering; and 
Treasurer Charles 
Quinn.



2022 Purple Star Schools (all from 
the Warrensburg R-VI School District)

·  Warrensburg High School
·  Warrensburg Middle 
    School
· Maple Grove Elementary
· Martin Warren Elementary
· Sterling Elementary
· Ridgeview Elementary

 “We are especially thankful for 
our state’s commitment to our service 
members,” said Commissioner of 
Education Margie Vandeven. “As 
we continue to celebrate April as 
the Month of the Military Child, 
it is an honor to award these four 
school districts and six schools with 
the Purple Star designation. Each 
district and school works year-round 
to support our service members and 
their families, while also ensuring 
our military children are prepared to 
pursue their dreams after high school.”

This designation is awarded to 
military-friendly local education 
agencies (LEAs) that have 
demonstrated a major commitment 
to students and families connected 
to our nation’s military — including 
active duty, National Guard or Reserve 
members, and military veterans. LEAs 
that earn this designation will receive 
a special Purple Star recognition 
to display onsite and on the school 
district (or individual school building) 
website.

 To learn more about the criteria 
required to obtain this designation, 
visit DESE’s Missouri Purple Star 
Schools webpage.

Purple star
Continued from page 1

 The Waynesville High School Theatre Department and Thespian Troupe 1669 will 
present the musical, “The Addams Family” (school edition) at 7 p.m. April 29 and 30; 
and at 2:30 p.m. on Sunday, May 1, in the Waynesville High School Auditorium. 

Tickets are $7 each and children age 10 and under are $5 each. The musical is rated 
PG. Tickets can be bought online at https://our.show/whs/family.

The following description of the musical is from the Theatrical Works Worldwide, 
“The Addams Family, a comical feast that embraces the wackiness in every family, 
features an original story and it’s every father’s nightmare: Wednesday Addams, the 
ultimate princess of darkness, has grown up and fallen in love with a sweet, smart 
young man from a respectable family–a man her parents have never met. And if that 
wasn’t upsetting enough, Wednesday confides in her father and begs him not to tell 
her mother. Now, Gomez Addams must do something he’s never done before–keep a 
secret from his beloved wife, Morticia. Everything will change for the whole family 
on the fateful night they host a dinner for Wednesday’s ‘normal’ boyfriend and his 
parents.”

https://our.show/whs/family


Pictured above left are USO volunteers Isabel Fetterman and Brittany Raines and 
USO Center Manager Kelly Brownfield; center and right, also assisting were Janel 
Rowell, secretary of the Waynesville R-VI Board of Education, and USO volunteers, 
PIE partners, building administrators and staff members. 

USO serves treats during Month of Military Child

The USO of Missouri at Fort Leonard Wood celebrated April as the Month of 
the Military Child by giving custard treats from Culver’s to the Waynesville 
R-VI School District. More than 70% of all students in the district are military 
impacted, making Waynesville R-VI one of the most heavily military impacted 
districts in the nation. The USO delivered 6,700 treats to students and staff 
members in the schools. 



Community leaders volunteered to help prepare Waynesville High School students to be college 
and career ready by speaking about different career paths. The event was organized by WHS 
counselors and included representatives from restaurants, maintenance contractors, law 
enforcement, hotels, pet spa, skin care, a fire department and others. 

College and career ready

Five future teachers who are 
currently Waynesville High School 
students attended the St. James 
Education Symposium on Wednesday, 
April 20, 2022. These students asked 
great questions while visiting with 
representatives from colleges and 
universities and learning about the 
respective teacher preparation programs 
from across the state. The students 
pictured are front row: Skye Scott, middle 
row: Justin Iriarte, Brenden Hickman 
and back row: David Bennett and Luke 
Kriebs. They are pictured with Cherie 
Gaono, who spearheaded the event for 
WHS students. 

WHS has a “Grow Your Own” program 
to help students who are interested in 
careers in teaching. For more information, 
students and parents may contact their 
high school counselors.

5 future teachers 
attend education 
symposium Senior events include:

• WCC Awards 
Ceremony-5/3, 12:30 p.m., 
WHS Auditorium

• Prom-5/7, 7 pm
• Community Salute to 

Service to recognize those 
joining the military-5/11,   
6 p.m. Stadium

• Baccalaureate 
Ceremony-5/17, 6 p.m., 
Gym

• Honors Night-5/18, 7 p.m., 
Gym

• Senior Sunset-5/19, 6:30 
p.m.

• Cap and gown distribution/
practice-5/20, 7:30 a.m., 
Gym

• Passing of the Torch-5/20, 
9 a.m.

• Graduation-5/20, 7:30 p.m., 
Stadium

Class of 2022 
upcoming events



Ruth Ann Justus will become the 
principal and Naomi Austin will 
become the assistant principal of the 
Waynesville Sixth Grade Center on 
July 1, 2022. Justus currently serves 
as the assistant principal and will 
be replacing Jamie Goforth, who is 
becoming the assistant superintendent 
of personnel services. Austin will 
be replacing Justus as the assistant 
principal.

“Mrs. Justus’ experience at the Sixth 
Grade Center will be invaluable as she 
leads students as they transition from 
elementary to middle school,” said Dr. 
Brian Henry, superintendent. “She is a 
strong proponent of the Leader in Me 
program and emphasizes empowering 
students to take personal responsibility 
for their own learning.”

Justus has been with the 
Waynesville R-VI School District 
since 2001 and has served as a 
paraprofessional, classroom teacher, 
chair of the district professional 
development team and assistant 
principal.

“Student learning and academics 
come first; however, I think it is 
critical that students develop lifelong 
skills of taking initiative, advocating 
for themselves and learning personal 
responsibility at this age so they are 
college and career ready,” Justus said.

Austin serves as principal at the 
Verona R-7 school district for grades 
7-12 and previously served as a 
principal at Wheaton R-3 for grades 
Pre-K-6.  She also has taught writing, 
U.S. history, English language arts and 
been a sponsor for several clubs and 
organizations

“Mrs. Austin’s experience is perfect 
for this position as she has worked 
both at the elementary and secondary 
levels. Together, Mrs. Justus and 
Mrs. Austin will help students bridge 
between elementary and middle 
school,” said Hilary Bales, assistant 
superintendent of personnel services. 
Bales will become the superintendent 
on July 1, following Henry’s 
retirement.

Kindergarten enrollment will 
open online on May 2, 2022, or 
families may make an appointment 
now to enroll their kindergartner 
in person May 2-6 by going to 
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/8050d49a8ab2aa4fa7-kindergarten.

Additionally, enrollment secretaries 
and school nurses will be present 
during these evening hours listed 
below to help greet new families and 
guide them through online enrollment 
process and document collection*:

May 2: 4-7 p.m.- Freedom/Thayer/
   Partridge
May 3: 4-7 p.m.- East/Wood
May 4: 4-7 p.m.- Freedom/Thayer/
   Partridge
May 5: 4-7 p.m.- East/Wood
No appointment is necessary for 

the evening hours. The kindergartner 
is not required to be present at 
enrollment. Students who are currently 
enrolled at Williams Early Childhood 
Center do not need to enroll for 
kindergarten. To be eligible to attend 
kindergarten, a student must be age 5 
before Aug. 1, 2022. 

Eligibility Requirements
To be eligible to attend kindergarten, 

a student must be age 5 before Aug. 
1, 2022.  According to Missouri law, 
a child is eligible for admission to 
kindergarten if the child reaches the 
age of 5 prior Aug. 1, 2021, or if the 
child is a military dependent who 
has successfully completed a state-

Kindergarten enrollment info
accredited pre-kindergarten program 
or has attended a state-accredited 
kindergarten program in another state. 
Please note there are no exceptions 
made to this state law.

*Required Documents for 
Kindergarten enrollment

The following documents are 
needed in order for your child to be 
registered:

1.  Child’s birth certificate
2.  Child’s shot record*
3.  Proof of residence* (See detailed 
     info below) 

Proof of Residence documents
Any ONE of the following 

documents in the parent/guardian’s 
name meets the state’s proof of 
residence requirements:

1)  property tax statement
2)  utility bill/agreement (must be 
     dated within the last 60 days). 
     Utilities include water, electric, 
     trash, gas and home phone/
     internet. Cell phone agreements 
     may not be used to meet this 
     criteria. 
3)  real estate contract
4)  rental agreement/receipt
5)  military housing contract

Additional assistance
If you have questions about these 

documents or need more assistance 
with kindergarten enrollment, please 
contact 573-842-2092.

Sixth Grade 
Center leaders 
announced



Competing on the basketball court 
brings immediate joy and pride, but 
the far greater reward for Coach Chris 
Pilz is the long-term success of his 
former players. 

Pilz, Waynesville High School’s 
head boys basketball coach, was 
inducted into the Missouri Basketball 
Coaches Association (MBCA) 2022 
Hall of Fame Class on Saturday, April 
23, 2022, in Springfield, Mo.

Upon learning of the recognition, 
Pilz began to immediately reflect on 
all his former players and assistant 
coaches, and the many people who 
have helped him along his teaching 
and coaching journey. 

“Basketball is a lifestyle for our 
family. It seems as a coach you are 
always in fast-forward mode. When 
you receive recognition like the 
Basketball Hall of Fame, you have to 
stop and reflect on your career,” Pilz 
said. “I have been blessed with the 
opportunity to coach basketball for a 
living. I am grateful to have played a 
small part in the lives of some really 
awesome kids. I have seen former 
players go on to be preachers, doctors, 
lawyers, business leaders, principals, 
teachers, good fathers, good husbands, 
etc.”

For Pilz, their success as adults is 
much more important than any win or 
loss. 

“I believe everyone is a coach. 
Coaching is about encouraging, 
lifting up, getting people to believe 
in themselves before they believe in 
themselves,” Pilz said. “High school 
basketball allows you to compete and 
work with others for a common goal, 

Pilz named to Basketball Coaches Hall of Fame
which lends to the opportunity 
for many life lessons throughout 
your four-year high school 
basketball career. The adversity 
faced and the successes you 
achieve as a player will help 
prepare you for future success. I 
enjoy helping students navigate 
high school and building 
relationships that will last a 
lifetime. I feel I have learned as 
much from our players as they 
have learned from me.” 

Pilz has tallied 411 wins while 
coaching 771 career games at 
the collegiate and high school 
levels. The 2013-14 Waynesville 
team went 24-3, had a Sweet 
16 appearance and finished as 
the No. 1-ranked team in the 
final regular season Missouri 
Coaches Poll. Pilz also had a 
pair of teams (2002 and 2015) 
participate in the prestigious 
Bass Pro Tournament of 
Champions.

“It’s humbling to be honored 
by your peers and join this elite 
group,” Pilz said. “This honor 
is really a shared success of a lot 
of people. We talk with our players all the time about celebrating others’ successes. 
I believe this award is all about teamwork and a celebration for all those who have 
played for and assisted the teams I have coached. I have been very fortunate to share 
my passion for basketball with my players and had amazing people to work with at 
every stop on my journey. I grew up watching and playing basketball in the great state 
of Missouri and I know many of the coaches who are in the Basketball Coaches Hall 
of Fame have been in my basketball path.”

Prior to joining WHS in 2011, he coached at Salem, Senath-Hornersville, 
Hazelwood Central and the University of Missouri-St. Louis. 

“Waynesville is a great place to go to school, raise a family, and become part of a 
community,” Pilz said. “One of the best parts in my coaching career was having the 
opportunity to attend high school with all three of my daughters. We have a great staff 

at Waynesville and I still wake up everyday excited to go to school. I 
hope my footprint is known for being a  ‘champion for kids everyday’ and 
being a great teammate.”

In addition to coaching boys basketball, Pilz serves as the A+ 
coordinator at WHS. 

“If you treat people right, do your best everyday and take care of kids, 
you will be successful,” Pilz said. “I still have players who will call and 
seek advice from their old basketball coach.” 

After 29 years as a head coach, Pilz still dreams of winning a state 
championship.

“We have a mantra ‘Champion is an Attitude.’  Once I learned you can 
be a champion without winning a championship I became a much better 
coach. I would like to see us win the big one,” Pilz said, “but I also know 
that no matter what the scoreboard reads, I am a difference-maker who is 
impacting America’s youth daily.”  

Photos by Chris Mitchell



Five Waynesville High School 
students were among the inaugural 
graduates of the Junior Leadership 
Pulaski County in April 2022.

The WHS students–Ciaera 
Kazuma, Gabriela Pelliccia, Crismon 
Rowell, Larissa Sitek and Kailey 
Sowards–graduated from the six-
month community based leadership 
development program that was held  
from October 2021 to April 2022.

 Junior Leadership Pulaski County 
is made up of students who are high 
school sophomores, juniors and 
seniors from Pulaski County schools.  
Each student was nominated by a 
faculty member in their respective 
school to participate in this program. 
Graduates of Junior Leadership 
Pulaski County received a special 
recognition at a graduation lunch 
held April 16, 2022, signifying 
their completion of instruction and 
leadership development.  

As an LPC Alumni Foundation in 
partnership with the Waynesville-
St. Robert Chamber of Commerce 
professional development program, 
Junior Leadership Pulaski County’s 
mission is to inspire the next 
generation to be community 
influencers by becoming their best 
selves now. Participants attended 
half day sessions once per month 
that introduced them to the different 
aspects of leadership along with 
personal development.  The 
participants were introduced to 
various community and business 
leaders who shared insight on a 
variety of topics such as financial 
education, job interview skills, fire 
safety, social media safety and self-
defense.  Community members came 
in to share information on health 
and wellness topics such as mental 

5 WHS students graduate Jr Leadership program

health, physical health and how to 
prepare healthy meals.  Each session 
included highlighting local non-profit 
organizations to introduce the students 
to different resources and volunteer 
opportunities in the local community.  
The students concluded their course 
by conducting a donation drive for and 
volunteering at the Waynesville/Saint 
Robert Animal Shelter.

The graduates of Junior Leadership 
Pulaski County 2021-2022 are:

Ashley Baker – Dixon High School
J.D. Bowling – Laquey High School
Clayton Gregory – Richland High 

School
Reagan Harrison – Crocker High 

School
Ciaera Kazuma – Waynesville High 

School
Kali Lambert – Maranatha Baptist 

Academy
Gabriela Pelliccia – Waynesville 

High School
Crismon Rowell – Waynesville 

High School
Larissa Sitek – Waynesville High 

School

Kailey Sowards – Waynesville High 
School

The LPC Alumni Foundation 
would also like to thank the Junior 
Leadership Pulaski County 2021-2022 
sponsors:

Program Sponsors: American 
Family Insurance Stafford Agency, 
Flat Branch Home Loans – 
Waynesville and Security Bank of 
Pulaski County

Lunch & Learn Sponsors: Pazazz 
Hair & Nail Salon, The Bank of 
Missouri, Infuze Credit Union, Drury 
University, City of Waynesville and 
Citizens Bank of the Midwest

Leadership Supporters – Bank 
of Iberia, Fort Wood Hotels, Laclede 
Electric Cooperative and Dr. Virgie 
Mahan.

For more information or to apply 
to the 2022-23 Junior LPC class visit 
www.LeadershipPulaskiCounty.
com or contact the LPC Alumni 
Foundation/Waynesville-St. 
Robert Chamber of Commerce 
at 573-336-5121 or email info@
lpcalumnifoundation.org.  

The WHS students are left to right, Ciaera Kazuma, Gabriela Pelliccia, Crismon Rowell, Larissa Sitek and Kailey Sowards.



Luke Pollman, an eighth grader at Waynesville Middle 
School, was named the Waynesville Middle School 
Rotary Student of the Month for March 2022 and was 
honored Tuesday, March 8, at the monthly Rotary Club 
Meeting.

Pollman, the son of Patrick and Theresa Pollman, is 
an outstanding student at WMS. Pollman is a member of 
National Junior Honor Society and currently holds a 4.0 
grade point average along with 100% perfect attendance. 
Pollman is taking high school Algebra 1 and Advanced 
ELA 8.  He is in LEAP and also plays percussion in 
the WMS Advanced Band.  Pullman has participated in 
WMS football and wrestling and plans to attend college 
and study theology followed by a career in the military. 

Shiyoon Paxitzis, an eighth grader at Waynesville Middle 
School, has been named the Waynesville Middle School 
Rotary Student of the Month for April 2022 and was honored 
Tuesday, April 12, at the monthly Rotary Club Meeting.

Paxitzis, the son of Daniel Ka and Munkyoung Joung 
Paxitzis, is an outstanding student at WMS. Paxitzis is a 
member of National Junior Honor Society and currently holds 
a 4.0 grade point average along with 100% perfect attendance.  
Paxitzis is taking high school Algebra 1 and German 1 as well 
as Advanced ELA 8.  Paxitzis has attended school in South 
Korea, England and the United States and has maintained 
academic excellence, resiliency and exemplary character.  
Paxitzis plans to attend law school at Harvard University and 
pursue becoming a lawyer.

Daniel Valentino, a junior at Waynesville High 
School, has been named the WHS April Student of 
the Month by the Rotary Club of Pulaski County and 
was honored on April 12, 2022, at the Rotary Club 
meeting. He is the son of Richard and Mary Beth 
Heath and was chosen to represent the character word, 
“accountability.”

Valentino’s nomintator stated, “Daniel is a model 
of accountability. He holds himself accountable for 
grades and involvement in extracurricular activities 
and he helps hold others accountable for their actions/
work in Student Government Association. Daniel 
never blames others for his actions and is quick to 
apologize or correct mistakes when necessary.  Daniel 
has grown as a leader this year and part of that growth 
is accountability. I am proud of Daniel’s progress and 
look forward to seeing what he accomplishes.” 

Valentino is enrolled in two AP courses and plans on 
attending Missouri State and major in Pre-Medicine. 

Pollman named WMS March Student of the Month

Paxitzis named WMS April Student of the Month 

Valentino named WHS April Student of the Month



2 seniors named 2022 Missouri Scholars 100
Two Waynesville High School seniors – Lydia Choi and 

Sarah Hilburgh – have been named 2022 Missouri Scholars 
100. They were honored at the Waynesville R-VI Board of 
Education meeting on April 18, 2022. 

“This is a highly competitive and very selective award 
that few students ever receive,” said Dr. Jason Whitt, WHS 
principal. 

Choi is the daughter of David and Hae Kessler. Hilburgh is 
the daughter of Adam and Kay Hilburgh.

Missouri Scholars 100 is a program sponsored by the 
Missouri Association of Secondary School Principals. Schools 
across Missouri were invited to nominate candidates for this 
state-wide recognition. The selection is based primarily on a 
formula using the student’s grade point average and ACT or 
SAT score. Each student nominated had to first meet criteria of 
an “Academic Decathlon,” which included 10 events designed 
to assure the academic strength of the student. To meet the 
decathlon requirements, the student must have a minimum 
GPA of 3.75, a minimum ACT score of 29 or a minimum SAT 
score of 1900, be ranked in the upper 10 percent of the class 
and have taken upper-level courses in mathematics, science, 
English and foreign language. The student must also have 

excellent attendance, be an exemplary school citizen and be 
involved in school activities.

“The Missouri Scholars 100 Program is one of the most 
premier academic recognition programs in the country,” 
said Clark Mershon, executive director of the principals’ 
association. “It is truly a celebration of learning. Students who 
are selected to this program have taken a rigorous course of 
study and have maintained the highest academic standards.”

Waynesville 6th, 7th and 8th grade students had the opportunity to see Spot walk, 
hop, and play with a ball as part of a robotics demonstration by Boston Dynamics at 
Waynesville Middle School on April 13, 2022. A few students even got to test drive 
Spot on the gym floor and compete with Spot on doing pushups and running a race. 
Students who are members of Waynesville Sixth Grade Center and Waynesville 
Middle School robotics and coding clubs, students enrolled in pre-engineering 
Project Lead the Way courses and Wednesday’s STEM class of 3rd, 4th, and 5th 
graders were among those attending demonstrations today.

Boston Dynamics describes Spot as “an agile mobile robot that navigates terrain 
with unprecedented mobility” and may be used to inspect hard-to-reach or high-risk 
areas, such as inside nuclear plants.  Responding to a student’s question, Boston 
Dynamics personnel shared that Spot’s base price tag begins at $100,000 and with 
all the “bells and whistles” can exceed $200,000. Ironically, Spot’s designers had not 
initially set out to design a dog; however, they found nature provided a great model 
for mobility and 
agility.

Waynesville 
R-VI students in 
grades 6-8 may 
participate in the 
free after-school 
robotics and coding 
clubs by signing up 
through WIN. For 
more information, 
parents of sixth 
graders may 
email Jody Taylor 
at  jtaylor@
waynesville.k12.

Boston Dynamics walks Spot to middle school

mo.us or Robin Woolsey at rwoolsey@
waynesville.k12.mo.us; and parents of 7th 
and 8th graders may email Carrie Wolfe at 
cwolfe@waynesville.k12.mo.us or Laura 
Wiechert at lwiechert@waynesville.k12.
mo.us. Parents also may call 573-842-2259 
for more information.



SPECIAL OLYMPICS

April 19, 2022

April 19, 2022



Special Olympics for Young Athletes was held on 
Monday, April 18, 2022, for students ages 3-7 years 
old at Williams Early Childhood Center. The young 
athletes competed in multiple events with the 
support of teachers and volunteer staff. 

Waynesville High School senior Sarah Hilburgh was 
recently selected as the Missouri School Boards’ 
Association John T. Belcher Award recipient 
for Region 8. She has been awarded a $1,000 
scholarship. As one of the 16 regional winners, 
Hilburgh will now move on for consideration as the 
John T. Belcher Memorial Scholarship statewide 
winner, which carries an additional $1,500 award 
for one recipient. At far left, she is pictured with 
Dr. Trish Adkins, assistant superintendent of 
instructional services, during the Waynesville R-VI 
Board of Education meeting on April 18. At left, she 
is pictured at the statewide Missouri School Boards’ 
Association meeting in Osage Beach.

Hilburgh receives School Boards’ Association  scholarship

Dr. Brian Henry, 
superintendent, and 
Hilary Bales, assistant 
superintendent of 
personnel services,  
recognized Omega 
Psi Phi Fraternity 
members, including 
Antwann Rhodes 
(center), during the 
Waynesville R-VI 
Board of Education 
meeting on April 18, 
2022. They received 
the Community 
Recognition plaque 
for their support of 
Waynesville students, 
especially for 
mentoring students at 
Freedom Elementary.



Five Waynesville High School students were selected to participate 
in the Missouri Scholars Academy during this upcoming summer. 
Approximately 300 10th grade students from across the state are 
selected to participate each year via a competitive application 
process. Selection is based on GPA, essays and letters of 
recommendation. The Missouri Scholars Academy will be held 
onsite at the University of Missouri-Columbia June 12-July 2, 2022. 
The following students were selected and recognized during the 
Waynesville R-VI Board of Education meeting on April 18: Cassandra 
Plummer, Blaise Moynihan, Ian Madden, Joseph Blau and Patrick 
Petitt (not pictured). 

Four Waynesville High School Choir 
students are headed to the State Music 
Contest at the University of Missouri-
Columbia in April. The students earned an 
“Exemplary” rating at the MSHSAA District 
Music Contest on March 12 at Lebanon 
High School. The following students were 
recognized during the Waynesville R-VI 
Board of Education meeting on April 18 and 
will represent Waynesville High School:

Blaise Moynihan 
Hyrum Blau 
Citlali Arzabala (not pictured)
Viola Simram (not pictured)

Kirsten Scott was chosen as the 2021-2022 
District Teacher of the Year. Scott teaches 
fifth grade at East Elementary School. She 
was recognized during the Waynesville 
R-VI Board of Education meeting on April 
18. The District Professional Development 
Committee designed and implemented the 
selection process for the Teacher of the 
Year. Scott will represent Waynesville in 
the Missouri Department of Elementary and 
Secondary Education’s Regional Teacher of 
the Year process during the summer. The 
regional winner will represent the region in 
the Missouri Teacher of the Year process.

Waynesville High School students performed a solo or with a 
small ensemble at the MSHSAA District Solo and Small Ensemble 
Festival on March 12 at Lebanon High School. Students who 
received a Gold Rating are eligible to perform at the MSHSAA State 
Solo and Small Ensemble Festival on April 29 at the University of 
Missouri-Columbia.  The following students were recognized during 
the Waynesville R-VI Board of Education meeting on April 18 for 
receiving a Gold Rating:

James Knight - Tuba Solo
Jennifer Boyd - Trumpet Solo
Seth Steuck - Alto Saxophone Solo
Alejandro Malave - Alto Saxophone Solo
Cassandra Plummer - Bb Clarinet Solo
Alivia Seibert - Flute Solo
Joseph Howell - French Horn Solo (not pictured)



The Waynesville JROTC Tiger Battalion held its annual Awards Ceremony on Thursday, April 21, 2022, in the 
Waynesville High School Auditorium. Following the presentation of the awards and senior recognition, the Tiger 
Battalion Chain of Command was announced as follows:  Commander – Parker Golemon; Battalion Command 
Sergeant Major – David Bennett; Battalion Executive Officer – Zach Remedies; Battalion S-3 – Ariana Eggart; Battalion 
Operations Sergeant Major – Jennifer Boyd; Alpha Company Commander – Mason Duke; Alpha Company Executive 
Officer – Michael Mullen (1LT); Alpha Company First Sergeant – Avery Higdon; Bravo Company Commander – 
Jonathan Enriquez; Bravo Company Executive Officer – Alana Jones (1LT); Bravo Company First Sergeant – Kiera 
Reigle; Assistant Battalion S-3 – Jayda Wallace (CPT); Battalion Plans NCO Larissa Sitek (MSG); Battalion Training 
NCO Skylar Ringo (MSG); Battalion S-1 – Abigail Lemmond; Battalion S-2 – Dakota Corp; S-4 – Andrew Wilson; 
Assistant Battalion S-4 -  Alexander Enderle (1LT); Battalion S-5 – Emilee Johnson; and Battalion Public Affairs Officer 
– Alyssa Vassallo.

JROTC announces awards & Chain of Command



Families and community members enjoyed the 
Spring Tiger Festival of Nations on Friday, April 
22, 2022. Multiple countries were represented 
and in addition to providing facts about a culture, 
volunteers served up samples of food. 

Photos by Connie Feighery

Photos by Connie Feighery

Waynesville 
High School 
held an art 
reception in 
the Lecture 
Hall on April 
22, 2022, 
which included 
drawings, 
ceramics, 
paintings and 
other works 
of art by WHS 
students. 



Waynesville Boys & Girls 6th-8th 
Soccer Clinic

Who:  Waynesville 6th-8th grade 
Boys & Girls.

Location:  Waynesville Middle 
School (Slaughter Field)

Dates:  May 10 - 12 & May 17 - 20
Cost:    None
Time:   2:45 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Register at
https://forms.gle/

bPuHk1ze5mKdMzLt7

For more information you can 
email mgow@waynesville.k12.
mo.us or Rhiannon Miller at rmiller@
waynesville.k12.mo.us

Waynesville Boys & Girls 
Elementary Basketball Camps

Who: 2nd-5th grade Boys & Girls.
(Students will be bused from their 
school to the high school. All 
students must be picked up by a 
parent or guardian no later than 
5:35 p.m.)
Location: Waynesville High School
Dates: May 10th - 12th, 2022
Cost: $25
Time: 4 p.m.-5:30 p.m.
Register at
https://forms.gle/

D8VFRW4Tno8iDyU78
Make Payment at https://

www.msbtickets.com/Athletics/
schoolevents.

For more information you may 
email bmatlock@waynesville.k12.
mo.us

 Please NOTE that you must 
REGISTER on one link and PAY on a 
separate link!  

Soccer clinic
for 6th-8th 
graders

Basketball 
camps for 2nd-
5th graders

The 
Waynesville 
High School 
boys tennis 
players 
compete 
during the 
April 22, 
2022, match. 
Tonight, they 
play Rolla at 
home. 
Photo by 
Connie 
Feighery

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfdjXs2UfCa-WwJuDeY3UAjtMLo2vDJrEK92fW4o3Z0ugr7hg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfdjXs2UfCa-WwJuDeY3UAjtMLo2vDJrEK92fW4o3Z0ugr7hg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfIRWEmeVgJgMjZoHRbJ82JnoteNsvi1dgHBo2B2T0ADAFTYg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfIRWEmeVgJgMjZoHRbJ82JnoteNsvi1dgHBo2B2T0ADAFTYg/viewform
https://www.msbtickets.com/Athletics/schoolevents
https://www.msbtickets.com/Athletics/schoolevents
https://www.msbtickets.com/Athletics/schoolevents


Month of the Military Child artwork

Wood: Maiah Ramirez

Partridge: Ziah Chestnut

WMS: Jesslene Vinson

WSGC: Emma Beatty



Freedom: Ashlynn Rice

East: Brianna Rutter, which was 
presented to First Lady Thersa 
Parson

Thayer: Aspen Lee


